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Why?

The Royal Law



The Royal Law
James …fulfill the Royal Law according to the scripture… love your neighbor as 

yourself…                                        -James 2:8

Paul For the whole law is fulfilled in one word… love your neighbor as yourself. -Gal 5:14

For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not 
steal, you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this one word: 
… love your neighbor as yourself. -Romans 13:9

Jesus Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your 
neighbor as yourself. All the law and the prophets hang on these two commands. -Matt 22:37-40



The Royal Law
Love your neighbor

a steadfast, sacrificial zeal that seeks the true

good of the one who providentially lives near you

Do we see our neighbor this way?

Love a steadfast, sacrificial zeal that seeks the true good of another

Neighbor ‘plesion’ - one who lives near



The Royal Law

God has entrusted the primary work 
of the Kingdom to the common 

Christian family

Love your neighbor
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How?

The Royal Law

We will build real relationships 

with those providentially in our Jerusalem, 

through prayer and action, 

with grace and wisdom and truth, 


being attractively winsome, 

tearing down walls, building up trust, 


doing the work of the Kingdom.

This is ground zero in the 
work of the Kingdom



-1 Peter 3:15

“...but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 

you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”                                                                                       

                                                                                                                 

memory verse 1



“...but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to 
make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in 

you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”                                                                                       

                                                                                                                 

“Apologia”

-1 Peter 3:15



Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the 
opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 

that you might know how to respond to each person.                                                                            -Colossians 4:5-6

memory verse 2



Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the 
opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 

that you might know how to respond to each person.                                                                            -Colossians 4:5-6

Godly wisdom is not primarily for yourself, but for the shalom of another



Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the 
opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 

that you might know how to respond to each person.                                                                            -Colossians 4:5-6

discernment



Conduct yourselves with wisdom toward outsiders, making the most of the 
opportunity. Let your speech always be with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 

that you might know how to respond to each person.                                                                            -Colossians 4:5-6

discernment

believer non-believer

biblical worldview no biblical worldview open to God closed to God

Engagement 
Project

Truth Project

Engagement 
Project

relationships
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How?

The Royal Law

“Ken was wise to know that he could only 
share truth as deep as our relationship 

could stand” Rosaria Butterfield



The Lord’s servant must gently instruct his opponents...“in the hope that God will 
grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will 

come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them 
captive to do his will.” -2 Timothy 2:24-26

memory verse 3



The Lord’s servant must gently instruct his opponents...“in the hope that God will 
grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will 

come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them 
captive to do his will.” -2 Timothy 2:24-26



Academic Apologetics           vs.          Neighborly Apologetics

we need this to do this

but we can’t lead with this we must lead with significant 
relationships



1. Evil and Suffering

2. Absolute Truth and Relativism


3. “Only One Way” and Religious Pluralism

4. Faith and Reason


5. Free Will and Sovereignty

6. God’s Existence and Nature


7. Goodness of Man, Judgment and Hell

8. Hypocrisy and Christian Crimes of the Past

9. The Claims of Jesus and the Resurrection


10. Miracles

11. Science and Evolution


12. The Veracity of the Bible and “Contradictions”

Plus: Burning Issues of our Day


Neighborly Apologetic
Categories:



Christian families/singles committed to the shalom of 
their neighbors

The people of God carrying out the Royal Law, turning the 
world upside down,


one neighbor at a time


